
Apple Buying Guide 2021

November 2, 2021  

Tony Crawford 
The Villages Apple User Group   







Buying Considerations
• Should I get this device


• Apple or non-Apple


• Which model do I get (new, older, refurbished)?


• Where do I get it from? 
(Apple retail store, Apple online store, Best Buy, Sams, Mobile Carrier etc)


• Can I trade in my old device?


• When is the best time of year to get it?      https://buyersguide.macrumors.com


• Should I get a warranty, and if so, from where? 

Will review at the end

https://buyersguide.macrumors.com
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https://buyersguide.macrumors.com

Is now a 
good time 

to buy?

As of 10/27/21

https://buyersguide.macrumors.com


iPhone



iPhone Which iPhone should I Buy?

Model Year 
Released

Price 
TBD

13 Pro Max 2021 $1100 
128 GB

13 Pro 2021 $1000 
128 GB

13 2021 $800 
64GB

13 mini 2021 $700 
64GB

SE 2020 
(Apr)

$400 
64GB

11 2019 $500 
64GB

iPhone 13 Pro Max 
6.7”   A15

iPhone 13 
6.1”   A15

iPhone 13 Pro 
6.1”   A15

iPhone 13 mini 
5.4”   A15

iPhone 11 
6.1”   A13

iPhone SE (2nd Gen) 
4.7”   A13



iPhone Lifespan and Evolution (2010 - 2021)
2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Phone

13 Pro Max 
13 Pro 

13 
13 mini

12 Pro Max 
12 Pro 

12 
12 mini

11 Pro Max 
11 Pro 

11 
SE (April  2020)

XS Max 
XS 
XR

X 
8Plus 

8

7 Plus 
7

6s Plus 
6s 
SE

6 Plus 
6

5s 5 
5c 4s 4

iOS15 7
iOS14 6

iOS 13 5
iOS 12 6

iOS 11 5
iOS 10 5

iOS 9 5
iOS 8 4

iOS 7 4

Base Storage 128GB 64GB 
Pro 128GB 64GB 64GB 64GB 32GB 16GB 16GB 16GB 16GB 16GB 16GB

Chip A15 
Bionic

A14 
Bionic

A13 
Bionic

A12 
Bionic

A11 
Bionic

A10 
Fusion A9 A8 A7 A6 A5 A4

Transistors 15 
Billion

11.8 
Billion

8.5 
Billion

6.9  
Billion

4.3  
Billion

3.3  
Billion 2 Billion 1 Billion 742 

Million
149 

Million

16 Billion 
 Transistors

33.7 Billion 
Transistors

57 Billion 
Transistors



Intel Doesn’t Want to Talk About Benchmarks Anymore

 Disruptive Technologies: Catching the Wave 
Joseph Bower & Clayton Christensen 
Harvard Business Review  January/February 1995

How Apple Just Changed the Entire Industry

Morning Brew

YouTube    Nov 23, 2020

125 watts
5 watts

https://www.extremetech.com/computing/311275-intel-doesnt-want-to-talk-about-benchmarks-anymore
https://hbr.org/1995/01/disruptive-technologies-catching-the-wave
https://hbr.org/1995/01/disruptive-technologies-catching-the-wave
https://hbr.org/1995/01/disruptive-technologies-catching-the-wave
https://youtu.be/OuF9weSkS68


https://www.apple.com/iphone/compare/

iPhone 6 Plus iPhone X iPhone 13 Pro Max

2 Billion transistors 15 Billion transistors4.3 Billion transistors

2014 20212017
iPhone 6 Plus iPhone X iPhone 13 Pro Max

2014 20212017

https://www.apple.com/iphone/compare/


iPhone Which iPhone should I Buy?

Model Year 
Released

Price 
TBD

13 Pro Max 2021 $1100 
128 GB

13 Pro 2021 $1000 
128 GB

13 2021 $800 
128GB

13 mini 2021 $700 
128GB

SE 2020 
(Apr)

$400 
64GB

11 2019 $500 
64GB

iPhone 13 Pro Max 
6.7”   A15

iPhone 13 
6.1”   A15

iPhone 13 Pro 
6.1”   A15

iPhone 13 mini 
5.4”   A15

iPhone 11 
6.1”   A13

iPhone SE (2nd Gen) 
4.7”   A13

As of 9/19/21



iPad



iPad

Model Year 
Released

Price 
(Wi-Fi)

iPad Pro 
12.9”  5th Gen 2021 $1,100 

M1     128GB

iPad Pro 
11”  3rd Gen 2021 $800 

M1     128GB

iPad Air 
10.9”  4th Gen 2020 $600 

A14   64GB

iPad 
10.2”  9th Gen 2021 $330 

A13    64GB

iPad mini 
8.3”  6th Gen 2021 $500 

A15    64GB

Cellular  ~ $130 to $200 extra + $15 to $20 per month

Which iPad should I Buy?

iPad Pro 
12.9”  

iPad 
10.2”

iPad mini 
7.9”

iPad Pro 
11”  

iPad Air 
10.5”

As of 9/19/21

https://www.apple.com/ipad/compare/

https://www.apple.com/ipad/compare/


$300 for iPad Air 10.9”    (4th Generation) 
$300 for iPad Pro 11”     (1st, 2nd or 3rd Generation) 
$350 for iPad Pro 12.9”  (3rd, 4th or 5th Generation)

Apple Magic Keyboard

HT211091 Setup and use Magic Keyboard for iPad 

Logitech Combo Touch

• Do it all with Combo Touch: Four versatile use modes allow you to type, sketch, view 
and read without ever having to remove your iPad Pro from the keyboard case


• Detachable keyboard and adjustable kickstand: Remove the keyboard when you're 
done typing for more flexibility and enjoy 50 degrees of adjustable viewing angles


• Large, click-anywhere trackpad: This iPad keyboard case features a responsive and 
reliable trackpad that allows you to use the entire surface to work and perform Multi-
Touch trackpad gestures


• Backlit, laptop-like keyboard: Backlit keys auto-adjust to your environment with 16 
levels of brightness and a full row of iPadOS shortcut keys provide one-tap access to 
volume controls and more


• Front, back and corner protection: A durable form-fit cover protects the front, back, 
and corners of your iPad Pro, securely holding it in place no matter what you’re doing


• SMART CONNECTOR technology: Enjoy instant power and pairing with Combo 
Touch keyboard case and never worry about charging as power is sourced directly from 
your iPad Pro


• Home for Apple Pencil: Easily charge your Apple Pencil while keeping the case on 
thanks to a convenient opening in the side of the iPad Pro case

$100 for iPad Air 10.9”   
$100 for iPad Pro 11”    
$230 for iPad Pro 12.9”

https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT211091


Apple Music

 Voice Plan





Coming Soon

https://www.apple.com/apple-music/

3 month free trial

https://www.apple.com/apple-music/


Home Pod Mini







AirPods



AIrPods 
3rd Generation



New



Macs



Which Mac is right for you?



April 2021

iMac 24”



Mac mini 
$700



MacBooks



16 Billion Transistors 51 Billion Transistors33.7 Billion Transistors

New

New

Apple Silicon



Which MacBook is right for you?

https://www.apple.com/mac/compare/

https://www.apple.com/mac/compare/








16” 14”



https://www.apple.com/shop/trade-in

https://www.apple.com/shop/trade-in


https://www.apple.com/shop/refurbished

https://www.apple.com/shop/refurbished


Available free on the Mac, iPad and iPhone App Stores



Buying Considerations
• Should I get this device


• Apple or non-Apple


• Which model do I get (new, older, refurbished)?


• Where do I get it from? 
(Apple retail store, Apple online store, Best Buy, Sams, Mobile Carrier etc)


• Can I trade in my old device?


• When is the best time of year to get it?      https://buyersguide.macrumors.com
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https://buyersguide.macrumors.com

